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Crimson Cloaks 
A Medieval Tradition Continues with a Modern Flare 
The Villanova School of Law has celebrated the law mass, also known as the 
Red Mass, since 1957. The Mass is 
offered to invoke the divine bless­
ing upon the legal profession in 
general and the Villanova School 
of Law, specifically. 
The tradition of the red mass 
dates back to 13th century Europe 
when it was celebrated to ask for 
guidance for all judges, legislators, 
teachers and students of law. The 
name of the mass comes from the 
red vestments worn by the cele­
brants. Red also reflects the color 
of the Holy Spirit. 
This year's law mass was held on 
November 5 in St. Mary's chapel. 
The presider and homilist was the 
president of Villanova, the Rever­
end Edmund S. Dobbin, O.S.A. 
The concelebrants were members 
of the Order of St. Augustine. 
Music was provided by the 
Women's Glee Club, under the di­
rection of Dr. Lewis Gordon, and 
the Singers, who were directed by 
M s .  A d r i e n n e  T o r i s i .  J o h n  
Dunphy, director of Music Activi­
ties, and Gary Stegall, director of 
pastoral music, also contributed 
their talents to the mass. 
by Kathryn Quigley 
The Main Chapel has been the sight for the Red Mass in former years. Due to confusion in booking, this 
year's law mass was held in St. Mary's 
chapel and was celebrated by the Reverend 
Edmund S. Dobbin, O.S.A. 
Many hours of preparation went into the traditional celebration. The Women's Glee Club prac­
ticed extensively with the skillful direction 
of Dr. Lewis Gordon to deliver the high cali­
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FISHER-GBUR 
A Case History 
The Continuance of Traditional Excellence with an Augustinian Touch 
Tucked away inconspicu­ously in a corner of campus is Villanova 
University's School of Law, but 
despite its underrated facade, 
the Law School is truly a distin­
guished component of the uni­
versity academic community. 
Its mission since its inception 
thirty years ago has been to pro­
vide the maximum opportunity 
for students to develop a com­
prehensive understanding of 
Anglo-American law in the 
Common Law tradition, as well 
as knowledge of federal and 
state statutory and administra­
tive developments required by 
the modern lawyer. The cur­
riculum is broadly based and re­
sponsive to the needs of modern 
law practice. 
The element most responsi­
ble for legal education at the 
Law School is the faculty. Time 
and time again, Villanova's fac­
ulty has been recognized na­
tionally for legal scholarcship 
and teaching abilities. Faculty 
members are available outside 
the classroom and fulfill their 
responsiblities to students in a 
holistic fashion. Every student 
has a faculty advisor. This ex­
perience is but one manifesta­
tion of the total commitment 
and concern for students criti­
cal to the Law School commu­
nity. 
In its continual efforts to 
keep up with the times, Villan­
ova Law has added a computer 
law program to its curriculum, 
taking very seriously the bene­
fits that computer use can bring 
to law practice. Every student 
attains a minimum level of com­
puter literacy in the first year 
legal writing program. The Law 
School has microcomputers for 
students to use for wordprocess-
ing, completing Computer Aid­
ed Legal Instruction (CALI) 
exercises, and other academic 
applications. The school offers 
several seminars which require 
computer use, and each year 
there are a number of courses 
that require CALI excercises to 
reinforce material covered 
through more traditional tech­
niques, and expose students to 
computer methods such as 
spreadsheet analysis to facili­
tate legal problem solving. 
Another one of the Law 
School's many assets is its 
321,000 volume library. Only a 
small number of law schools in 
the country have libraries com­
parable to the Villanova Law 
Library. Villanova Law Li­
brary was created under the di­
rection of the late Arthur Clem­
ent Pulling, the former Harvard 
Law School library director, re­
nowned as the leading law li­
brarian in the United States 
when he undertook the design 
and direction of the Villanova 
Law Library. The Pulling tradi­
tion of modern law librarian-
ship has continued. 
Thus, the evidence of re­
markable development in legal 
education at the Law School is 
conclusive. The proof of Villan­
ova's success can be found in 
the lives of its students and the 
lives of its graduates, who today 
are in the largest and most pres­
tigious law firms throughout 
the country. They are senior 
partners, judges, district attor­
neys and general counsel for 
major banks and other corpo­
rate institutions. In addition, 
they serve the poor in legal ser­
vice agencies, committing 
themselves to providing their 
time, effort and skills to help 
carry the burdens of others in 
the Augustinian tradition. 
by Brad Leve 



















166 Law School History 
GEHRING-HECHT 
Garey hall houses the School of Law which is located inconspicuously near west campus. Its graduates 
work in the largest and most prestigious law 
firms throughout the country. 
n conjunction to the broadly based edu­
cation law students receive, there are 
hours of endless study involved, this 
second year student learns this Augustinian 
tradition firsthand in the law library amid 
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HEISMAN-MCGRATH 
James Heisman 
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m MCKEEVER-O'MARA 
Mocking the Law 
But that Doesn't Mean you Cant Take it Seriously 
The Mock Court is a compe­tition which is run each year for those enrolled in 
the Villanova Law School. The 
competion is conducted by the 
Mock Court Board. This is a stu­
dent run organization for pupils 
who have outstandingly excelled in 
written and oral skills during the 
Mock Court I program. The mem­
bers of this committee are required 
to participate in at least one mock 
trial competion. This is not to be 
considered a trial, it is more of a 
learning experience to enhance the 
student's knowledge of how to ap­
peal cases presented to them. It is 
here where the students must use 
their own wits to create a strategy 
beneficial to their argument. The 
Mock Court Board is faculty su­
pervised and provides the law stu­
dent with an opportunity to en­
counter hands-on experience. This 
type of experience makes the Law 
School graduates very well quali­
fied and prestigious in their field. 
There is also the Reimel Mock 
Court Competition where students 
present appellate arguments be­
fore judges and lawyers. A final 
argument is presented at the end of 
the year before a panel of judges 
who select a winning team. Villan­
ova's students consistently have 
been very successful in the Nation­
al Trial competion in which they 
are given the opportunity to par­
ticipate in a complete trial against 
opponents from other law schools. 
Sandra Namey-Richards 
Maria Niebr 
LoriJean G. Oei 
Micliael OIley 
Sean O'Mara 
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OPALKA-PERNIE 
First Year Fright 
The first days are the hardest days . 
An empty classroom may appear a welcome sight to a first year law stu­
dent. When classes hegin, the 
pressure of exams and perfor­
mance take over to cause high 
anxiety. 
SO...you want to be a lawyer, eh? Well, get set for some high anxiety! As an under­
graduate, one did not respect or 
appreciate humiliation in front of 
one's class. Surprise! You will soon 
learn in your first few months at 
law school that here it is the norm. 
Your social life rapidly drowns in 
pools of unknown vocabulary and 
mountains of notes. Ah, yes, the 
notes! All there for you to absorb 
by the shelf-full! The language is 
different and foreign and becomes 
more confusing than ancient sand-
script. Most students would rather 
forget their first year at law school; 
especially their first exam. You 
start out with a little anxiety until 
it builds to all-entrusive PRES­
SURE! In order to get through this 
traumatic period successfully, one 
must be willing to forfeit the com­
fort of reading in bed for a newly 
found intimacy with the library 
late into the evening. You soon be­
gin to appreciate those long-lost 
lazy afternoons of studying in 
front of the soaps. 
There is a scenario which may 
be all too familiar for some out 
there during you first year. Your 
mother needs to periodically flip 
through family photos — she has 
completely forgotten what you 
look like. By living in, around, and 
intimately close to your desk, you 
slowly lose your grip on reality. 
You get short glimpses of your 
roommates after they come run­
ning from your screams of "Cof­
fee! More coffee! You suddenly 
find yourself bellowing for your fa­
vorite caffeinated drink in the 
strangest of places — at the mall, 
in the drugstore and even in bed at 
night. (This is appreciated by no 
one.) The fated day of the exam 
finally arrives. Although nervous 
and tense, you are at least wide 
awake. This you attribute to your 
daily vitamin, (your roommates 
attribute it to the twenty cups of 
coffee.) Horror strikes quickly, 
you are awake because you have 
overslept by three hours! It is now 
One o'clock in the afternoon. The 
exam! Aaargh! It was to begin at 
eleven. Only one thought goes 
through your head, the last line on 
the syllabus "...this exam will not 
be given twice, so please arrive 
promptly..." It is the end of your 
life as you know it. Wait! An ex­
cuse! Excuses start racing through 
your head ... broken limbs ... sick 
grandmother ... frontal lobotamy 
... dead cat... and suddenly a vision 
of your cat Fluffy Puffy under the 
wheels of your professor's car jerks 
you awake. You feel your body in a 
cold sweat and notice your book 
has slid to the floor. It is 4:07 a.m., 
nowhere close to exam time. Fluffy 
Puffy is safely curled up on your 
bed. It was all a bad dream; a 
mind-boggling, future-wretching 
bad dream. There is plenty of time. 
You give a sigh as you check the 
clock once more, 
by Sylvia DeSantis 
Robert Opalka 
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PERRETTA-SOTTOSANTI 
Sean F. Perretta 
Jennifer Peterson 
Norman N. Powell 
Renee Pozzuoli 
Kathleen Ranalli 
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STEINER-TSAPRALIS 
Put To The Test 
There's No Happy Hour at the Bar 
As anyone who has been through it (or who has at least seen The Paper 
Chase) knows, law students go 
through years of what sometimes 
feels like torture. What many non-
lawyers may not know, however, is 
that the fun does not end at gradu­
ation. There remains one more ob­
stacle for would-be attorneys to 
tackle; the state Bar exam. 
According to Richard DiSte-
fano, a 1985 Law School graduate 
who is now a practicing attorney 
from Berwyn, Pa., many people 
choose to take their exams in July, 
as soon after graduation in May as 
possible. Most prepare by taking 
anintensive Bar Review course, po­
pularly known as "cram school." 
In this course, all of the material 
learned in law school is com­
pressed into six weeks, with a spe­
cial emphasis placed on state law. 
The experience is similiar to the 






"There remains one 
more  obs tac l e  f o r  
would-be attorneys 
to tackle; the state 
bar exam." 
pie take in high school, giving the 
student self-confidence in order to 
succeed. 
The Pennsylvania State Bar 
exam is given twice a year, in July 
and February, over a two-day peri­
od. On the first day, one has to 
answer eight essay questions about 
Pennsylvania state law. One is giv­
en 45 minutes to answer each ques­
tion, and must use a different col­
or-coded pad of paper for each an­
swer. On the second day, one is 
given 200 multiple-choice ques­
tions about "multi-state" law. This 
part of the exam is the same in all 
states. 
After the ordeal of the exam, 
there is, of course, the almost un­
bearable wait for the results. In 
Pennsylvania you are given your 
grades about three months after 
the exam. New Jersey takes a little 
longer (5 months) because their 
grading system is more complicat­
ed. The minimum score for the 
Pennsylvania bar is 135 on the 
multi-state (120 if your exams are 
good); in New Jersey, one must get 
9 out of 15 essays right. 
Once you have passed the state 
bar, you are qualified to plead a 
case before the State Supreme 
Court, as well as state superior and 
appellate courts. Also, one is ad­
mitted to the Federal district court 
of your area. If one wants to go all 
the way to top and plead cases be­
fore the U.S. Supreme Court, one 
has to wait 3 years after passing 
the state bar, request the Court's 
permission and pay a fee of $100. 
As one can see, the process of 
becoming a full-fledged lawyer is, 
to put it mildly, not easy. But once 
one passes that bar, the personal 
and professional rewards more 
than repay the effort. 
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TYRRELL-ZUCKER 
The Law School Library offers excel­lent resources for law students to utilize, these first year law students 
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